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The John Ruffatto Business Plan Competition was founded in 1990 and has become one of the premier
entrepreneurial events in the state. Each May, the event attracts approximately 30 teams from college
programs around the state vying for an invitation to compete in the day long event. Fifteen teams are
invited to compete and the field is narrowed down during the day with the top 4 teams presenting their
plans in the evening to an audience of more than 250 distinguished Montana business leaders,
academicians, and students. These teams in the past have competed for over $35,000 in prize
money. The competition’s distinguished judges and the audience submit their votes following the
evening presentations and awards are given to all teams invited to the competition.

More than 600 students from Montana’s universities and colleges have participated in the event since its
inception and over 50 of the student business plans have been implemented. These businesses include:
Air Montana, Big Sky Brewing Company, Custom Rides and Racing, Genre & Mode, Guarana Energia,
Kinetic Sports Interactive, Mazdog Archery, Rocky Mountain Truss Company, Wood Fusion Studio, and
many more.

$ & 1 ||%

The Montana Business Plan Competition is partially supported by an endowment formed in 1990 and
also relies on corporate and individual sponsorships. The endowment and sponsorships provide funding
for: prize money, food and beverages served during the event, sponsor advertisements, and event
brochures. In addition, the money covers the costs of rooms and meals for all competitors from outside
of Missoula, thus making participation affordable for students from across the state.

Dean Gianchetta and Dr. Shay have been working closely with
members of the Montana Academy of Distinguished Entrepreneurs
to upgrade the competition and to develop a new sponsorship
program. The sponsorship program has four distinct levels:

Sponsorship Level Amount
Platinum $2,500 and up
Gold $1,000 to $2,499
Silver $500 to $999
Bronze $250 to $499
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Each sponsorship level comes with a set of benefits that will reflect the contribution made to this
important program. These benefits have been carefully designed to maximize your organization's
exposure for assisting us. Here are the benefits associated with each level of sponsorship:

Platinum Level Sponsors
- Large sign at the event featuring your company’s logo in first tier location
Company’s logo projected on big screen at competition
Mentioned in all press-releases for the event
Recognized at the event by the Emcee
Listed as a sponsor, along with logo, on the competition’s website until next year
Listed as a sponsor in the event’s brochure
Listed as a sponsor in the School of Business Administration’s Newsletter
Recognized in the University of Montana foundation literature
Membership in the University of Montana’s President’s Club, which brings with it a variety of
privileges and recognition at The University of Montana
VIP invitation to the Pioneer in Industry Award Banquet held each fall
New sponsor benefits under development

Gold Level Sponsors
Large sign at the event featuring your company’s logo in second tier location
Recognized at the event by the Emcee
Listed as a sponsor, along with logo, on the competition’s website until next year
Listed as a sponsor in the event’s brochure
Listed as a sponsor in the School of Business Administration’s Newsletter
Recognized in the University of Montana foundation literature
Membership in the University of Montana’s President’s Club, which brings with it a variety of
privileges and recognition at The University of Montana.

Silver Level Sponsors
Poster at the event featuring your company’s logo
Listed as a sponsor (text only) on the competition’s website until next year
Listed as a sponsor in the event’s brochure
Recognized in the University of Montana foundation literature

Bronze Level Sponsors
Poster at the event featuring your company’s name
Listed as a sponsor in the event’s brochure
Recognized in the University of Montana foundation literature
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Yes, all donations are made through the University of Montana Foundation  (a “Non-Profit” 501(c)3 as

designated by the Internal Revenue Service), are tax deductible, and are channeled to the Business
Plan Competition .
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As with the original funding for the event through the John Ruffatto Endowment, SOBA is currently
examining other long term opportunities for organizations to contribute to the event. These may include
options such as naming the first place award (i.e., the XYZ Company Award for First Place in the John
Ruffatto Business Plan Competition). You will be receiving information on longer term sponsorships in
the near future.
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Companies or individuals interested in sponsoring the Montana Business Plan Competition should
contact:

Larae Hackney Linlee Nelson

John Ruffatto Business Plan Competition  Adjunct Instructor

Gallagher Business Building GBB 327 Assistant, John Ruffatto Business Plan Competition
University of Montana 364Gallagher Building - SOBA

Missoula, MT 59812 University of Montana

O: (406) 243-6790

F: (406) 243-6191

C: (406) 370-1317
linlee.nelson@business.umt.edu

Of ————— Linlee: www.business.umt.edu/faculty/nelson
MADE: www.business.umt.edu/made

John Ruffatto Business Plan Competition:
www.business.umt.edu/made/programs/biz.asp

larae.hackney@business.umt.edu

Please continue to the next page and complete the sponsorship agreement form.



John Ruffatto Business Plan Competition — Sponsorsh ip Agreement

Company/Sponsor Name Telephone
Street Address City State Zip Code
Contact Person Title

Contact FAX # Contact Email Address

Sponsorship Level :

Platinum $2,500

~__ Gold $1,000
____ Silver $500
Bronze $250

Enclosed Is :

Check payable to: University of Montana Foundation — SoBA (  Be sure to Include Business
Plan Competition in Memo section)

Visa/ MC # Expiration date_ /[

Please send me an invoice

ALL PAYMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY APRIL 16, 2010

Event Date: Thursday May 13, 2010

Thank you for contribution to the John Ruffatto Business Plan Competition






CTA Architects, Inc. Culligan Water Double Tree Hot el
Freedom Bank Hawthorn Suites Nils A. Ribi Endowment
Rocky Mountain Truss Rocky Mountain Venture Sharkey Insurance
Company Capital Association
C’'mon Inn Farmers State Bank Junkermier, Clark

Campanella, Stevens, P.C.

Montana Community Montana Ambassadors Safe Shop Tools
Development Corporation

Treasure State Bank



